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Frem the Columbia Spy. 


We are indebted for the information contained 
below to a highly respectable lady of the Society of 
Friends, whose opportunities for gathering facts rela- 
tive to the early history of the place, have been nume- 
rous. 


COLUMBIA—EARLY HISTORY OF, &c. 


About the year 1726 or 7, Robert Barber of Chester, 
came to the eastern banks of the Susquehanna and took 
up 1000 acres of land, bounded on the north-west by the 
Chicques hills, and to the south-west by what was after- 
wards called Patton’s hill, About 500 acres of this land 
is embraced in what is now Columbia. At that time, the 
noble river, pursuing its undisturbed course in solitude, 
or ruffied only by the light canoe of the Indian—the 
shore covered with lofty trees—must have presented a 
grand and imposing sight. The land was purchased of 
Jeremiah Langhorne, the agent of the proprietors. 

After the purchase, Mr. Barber returned to Chester, 
and in 1728, he, with Samuel Blunston and John 
Wright, together with their families, left their homes in 
that place, and came to settle on the land which had 
been taken up the year before. These persons were 


members of the Society of Friends. This journey was | — 


thought a very great undertaking; the country was 


uninhabited except by the Indians, who had their ca- | 


bins in many places. 


Samuel Blunston, was the most wealthy of the three; | 


} 


he took 500 acres of the land next tothe upper hills,and | 
built where S. B. Heise now lives. The old house was | 
pulled down some years since, to make room for the | 
building which is now standing; the brick part of the 
building was afterwards built by him. His wife was a | 
widow of the name of Bilton; her first husband kept a 
ferry over the Schuylkill. S. Blunston had no children; 
his estate went to two nieces, and is now held by the 
Bithels, their descendants. gets 
John Wright took 250 acres of the land, and built his 
house where E. Wright and sisters now live; the 
house has been much repaired and altered, but a pent 
of it remains as originally constructed. He came from 
Manchester in England, among the early settlers of the 
province—was a preacher of the Society of Friends, 
and for many years judge of the court. His speech to 
the grand jury may he seen in Proud’s History of Penn- 
sylvania: he kept a store in Chester. He had two sons | 
and three daughters. John, the eldest, kept the ferry on | 
the west side of the Susquehanna, and built the ferry- 
house there. Susanna, the eldest of the daughters, did 
not leave England till some time after her father. She 
was a person of great note in this place; her education 
was superior to most of her day: she was consulted in 
all difficult matters—did all the writings necessary in 
the place—was charitable to the poor, and gave medi- 
cine gratis to all the neighborhood.* Samuel Blunston 
left all his estate to her during her life,and at his death she 
and all the family removed to hishouse. She lived toa 
great age; and died as she had lived, in the principles of 


* She defended the cause of the Indians who were 
murdered by the Paxton Boys, and wrote in answer to 
an Episcopalian clergyman of Lancaster, who took the 
oppasite side. 
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Friends. Patience, another daughter of John Wright, 
was married to Richard Lowden—the present John L. 
Wright is their descendant by his mother. Elizabeth, 
daughter of John Wright, married Samuel Taylor, who 
was the owner of a large tract of land near where 
Strasburg now stands; he sold his property there, and 
once owned what is now called Wrightsville. The 
Wrights in this place at the present time are the de- 
scendants of James Wright, youngest son of John. 
Robert Barber kept the 250 acres next the lower hills; 
he came from Yorkshire in England, He had followed the 
sea for some years, and had been a prisaner in France. 
He married Hannali Tidmarsh, in Chester or Philadel- 
phia; she also came from England. Her father came 
to America sometime before the rest of the family, and 
was accidentally shot by an Indian before her arrival. 
R. Barber settled farther from the river than the others. 
He built the brick house now occupied by J. Hinkle. 
He was sheriff of the county, and in consequence of the 
intention to make this place the seat of justice, a prison 
was built near his house. It was a strong looking log 
building, and was pulled down not many years since. 
In this prison, James, afterwards Lord Altham; was 
confined, having run away from his master.* R. Barber 





* He came to this country in 1728, when quite young, 
and served his time as James} Annesley, with a farmer, 
on the Lancaster road. From some cause he runaway 
from his master: he was caught and confined in the pri- 
son in this place. He was considered a great singer, 
and the neighbours frequently visited the prison-house, 
or the purpose of listening to him. The events of his 
life, furnished the ground work for Roderick Random, 
and the popular novel of Florence M’Cartey. The facts 
concerning this singular case are taken from the eyi- 
dence given on the trial, and may be depended on as 
authentic. 

Arthur Annesley (Lord Altham) married Mary Shef. 
field, natural daughter of the Earl of Buckingham. By 
her, in the year 1715, he had a son, James, the sub ject 
ofthis memoir. In the next year the parents had some 
differences, which terminated ina separation. The fa- 
ther contrary to the wish of the mother, took exclusive 
possession of his son James, and manifested much fond. 
ness for him, until the year 1722, when he formed some 
intimacy with Miss Gregory; and about the same time his 
wife died. Miss G. expecting now to become his wife, 
exerted herself greatly to alienate his affections from his 
son, by insinuating that he was not his proper child. 
She succeeded to get him placed from home, at a school 
in Dublin. In November, 1727, Lord Altham died; 
and his brother Richard, wishing to possess the estate 
and title, took measures to get rid of his nephew, 
James, by having him enticed on board an American 
vessel, which sailed from Dublin in April, 1728. He 
was landed at Philadelphia, then in his thirteenth year, 
and sold as a redemptioner! and actually seryed out 12 
years in rough labour, until a seeming accident, in the 
year 1740, brought him to such acquaintance, as led, 
in the next year to his return home. The case was 
this: Two Irishmen, John and William Broders, travel- 
ling the Lancaster road, in the year 1740, stopt at the 
house near the 40 mile stone, where James was in sey. 
vice with an old German, These ¢ountrymen entering 
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had several children; the eldest son, John, was killed 
by the Indians, near where Pittsburg now stands; he had 
gone thither to trade in fur, or what was then called 
trapping. T 
now owned by the Stricklers, except about 60 acres, 
which was the share of the second son Robert. He 
married Sarah, daughter of Samuel Taylor, and had 
ten children; but at this time they are all gone except 
one son andtwo daughters; the daughters live on the 
place, in the house which their father built 67 years 
ago. The old house was a few steps below the present 
mansion. In these days pine boards were little used; 
the joists, window and door frames were of oak. What 
little pine there isin the building, was got out of logs 
picked up in the’river, and sawed at a mill of Nathaniel 
Barber’s, on what was called Barber’s run, the same 
stream which Strickler’s large mill is on. Samuel Bar- 
ber, another brother, had a fulling-mill on this stream. 
The land back from the river was mostly settled by 
the Germans—the Forrey’s, Strickler’s, Shirk’s Gar- 
ber’s, &c. Their first purchases were from an old woman 
of the name of Mary Ditcher, who used to go through 
the country making what was then calledimprovements. 
These improvements consisted in piling afew sticks to- 
gether, setting them on fire, and,hanging a pot over; 
this was considered a first right; if they could then pay 
for the land they had the privilege of keeping it. This 
Mary Ditcher appears to have been a singular person. 
She used to wander through the woods in a sheep-skin 
dress, leading an old horse, her only property, with her 
knitting in her hand. The township in which Colum- 
* bia is situated, was called Hempfield, from the great 
quantities of hemp which were ratsed in it. Manor 
township, below this, was so called from the circum- 
stance that the land in it was reserved for the proprie- 
tor. 


Some Irish families, of the name of Patton, settled on 
lands adjoining the lower part of Columbia. They gave 
the name tothe hill, andto the current below the mouth 
of the run, which is well known by the name of Pat- 
ton’s current. Tradition says, that there wasa great 
slaughter of the Indians at that place in the early set- 
tlement of the country, by a party of whites, led on by a 
person of the name of Bell. Our informant remembers 
seeing many places there, said to be the graves of the 
Indians who were killed in the battle; it was believ- 
ed that a piece of cannon lay sunk in the current. To 
their last days, the Indians in this vicinity had a great 
dread of the name of Bell. 

Below this, the settlers were principally Germans— 
the Stehman’s, Kauffman’s, Rupley’s, Herr’s, &c. were 
among the first. The township above, called Donegal, 
was settled by the Irish—the Anderson’s, Cook’s, 





into conversation, perceived they were severally from 
Dumaine, in the county of Wexford, and that James 
Annesley was the son of Arthur. The two Broders volun- 
teered to go back to Ircland, and to testify to the dis- 
covery they had made, and actually kept their word at 
the trial which afterwards occurred. James subsequent- 
ly stated his case to Robert Ellis, Esq. of Philadelphia, 
who, compassionating his case, procured a passage for 
him to Admiral Vernon, then in the West Indies, by 
whom he was afterwards landed in England. But 
shortly after his arrival at London, James unfortunately 
killed a man, for which he had to stand a trial; and 
then Lord Altham, the unnatural uncle, exerted him- 
self to have him convicted, but he was nevertheless ac- 
quitted as innocent. Anaction was brought against the 
uncle, and went to trial in November, 1743, and the 
verdict was given in favor of James, our redemptioner. 
The uncle appealed to the House of Lords; and while 
the case was pending James died, leaving the uncle 
in quiet possesion of his ill-gotton estate, showing, how- 
ever, while he lived, which was not long, the spectacle 
a finished villian, even in an Irish nobleman. 





Tate’s, Kays’s, &c. Anderson’s ferry, is well known 
where Marietta now stands. 


Sixty years ago, where the gravel appears in low wa- 


His other sons settled on the land, but it is | ter, opposite the Miss Barber’s, there was an island with 


| large trees. Large buttonwood and other trees grew 


- a 
i 


at the water’s edge; many of them were torn away by 
the ice. The largest trees have been seen to go down 
with the weight and force of the ice, seemingly as easy 
as a child would have brokena twig. The lower falls, 


as they were called, was a great place for hunting wild. 


fowls—geese and ducks were in abundance, and some- 
times swans. The first shad caught here with a seine 
was somewhere between 1760 and 65, at the east end 
of the river, just below the old ferry course. At the 
lower falls a sturgeon was once caught in a fish basket. 

The ferry across the Susquehanna at this place, ap- 
pears to have been early set up. At first it was neces- 
sarily very imperfect. Two large canoes lashed toge- 
ther were used to take over a wagon, which first had 
to be unloaded. In 1750, it rented for £100 per an- 
num, with the ground allotted to it. The ferry course 
was a little below the bridge; there was a tolerable 
road from the old ferry-house to the landing—above 
that it was wild and unfrequented—the “point rock” 
first, and then the well known * Chicques rock” rising 
in solitary grandeur. There was scarcely a foot path 
between the rock and the river, and a hunter or fisher 
might be seen climbing his way along the side of the 
hill. Strangers used to visit this rock as a great natural 
curiosity, but they generally went over the hill as the 
path at the shore was nearly impassable. Pine and 
spruce bushes grew in the crevices of the rock and on 
the hill. It was a great place for fox hunting. 

The old ferry-house now occupied by Peter Epley, 
im Locust street, was built in the early settlement of the 
place; the large room at the upper end was built long 
after the other part of the house, by J. Lowden, who 
kept the ferry for many years. There was a stone 
kitchen at the lower end, which was pulled away a few 
years ago, to make room for the brick buildings now 
there. The barn was across the road, where Halde- 
man’s store is. It was burnt by lightning the last day 
of 8th month, 1769 or 70. 

Sixty years ago the idea of a bridge across the Sus- 
quehanna, was laughed at. 

The main road up the river went by the door of the 
Miss Barber’s, over the breast of the dam, and into 
what is now called Second street, continuing over the 
Chicques hills. 

Where the row of houses now stands on Water street, 
below the turnpike, was what was called the bank, 
where the young people used to congregate for play. 
On it was a thicket of bushes, wild plum and mulber- 
ry trees, grape vines, strawberries and wild flowers. 
The school house was where E. Wright and sisters now 
live, In those days there was no regular school, 
Strangers were employed without any recommendation, 
and retained or not, according to their behaviour. 

The main road to Lancaster was to the south of where 
the turnpike now is. The first-mile stone was about 
40 yards north of Friends’s meeting-house. The mark 
was 76 miles to Philadelphia; 10 to Lancaster. Up the 
Shawnee run, as far back as Wm. Todd’s tan-yard, was 
a thicket of trees, wild fruit and flowers. The well 
known ground-hog spring, coming out of the bank at 
the south side of the run, was a beautiful shady and se- 
questered spot, where the children used to have their 
little parties. It took its name from its being said that 
the whole in the bank was made by a ground-hog. 

The stone house now occupied by John L. Wright, 
was built sometime between 1740 and 50; also, the 
little stone mill on Shawnee run, They were built 
by James Wright, father of the present James and 
Wm. Wright. There was flour make at this mill for 
the use of Braddock’s army: it was packed in small 
casks made for the purpose, and carried on pack-horses. 
It was taken to what wasthen called Raystown. There 
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were a few shall buildings scattered through the neigh- 
borhood, built mostly by persons who had serveda time 
with the first settlers, as a compensation to them for 
paying their passage over to this country, they being 
themselves unable to pay. Many of them had come 
from Germany. One of the first of this kind of buildings 
now stands in the upper end of the town, and is occu- 
pied by Peter Mays. Adjoining this building, at the 
end towards the river, stood the first place for public 
worship in the town. It was a small squared log build- 


ing; the logs are now in an out-building of Wm. | 


Wright. Robert Barber, now in his 82d year, remem- 
bers attending meeting there. Catharine Peyton and 


Mary Pearly, public Friends from Ireland, held meet-_ 


ings there; they travelled the country on horseback. 
Before this building was erected, the meetings were 
held in private houses. At length, on account of the 
discipline not being properly attended to, it was altoge- 
ther put down by the monthly meeting of Sadsbury. 
Some years since, however, they requested and obtain- 
ed permission to hold meetings here again; they then 
built the present brick meeting house. 

There used to be a small shop on the corner were 


| the inoculation did not take, died. It was the opinion | 






| then, that it would not do to inoculate the second time, 
_as there would be danger of taking the small pox the 
| natural way, and thus the person would have a double 

portion. 

The massacre of the Indians by the Paxton Boys, in 

1764, we pass over at this time. Ina future number 
| we may endeavour to give a correct statement of the 
(affair. It caused great sensation among the inhabitants 
| of this place. 
When the revolutionary war broke out there was a 
| great excitement in all ranks of society; the peaceable 
‘and quiet state of the place seemed entirely changed— 
all was military. There were meetings in every cor- 
‘ner, preparing for war—some exercising with old 
_ brooms or sticks, there being few arms amongst them. 


Columbia, at the present time, contains about 2100 

inhabitants, including upwards of 400 of coloured popu- 

| lation. The borough was incorporated in 1814. The 

| boundaries of the borough embrace a tract nearly a 
mile square. The public buildings are— 


Dr. Houston’s house now stands; and on the opposite | Town Hall, built in the year 1828—of brick, two stories 


north corner there was a house, sometimes occupied by 
a tenant or tradesman. 


high, in which is a town clock. 
Market-house, in the rear of Town Hall 


There were cherry-trees on each side of the lane from | Friends’ Meeting-house. 
S. B. Heise’s to below E. Wright and sisters, and down | Roman Catholic Chapel. 
to the’ ferry-house. Cherries were very scarce in the | Presbyterian Church. 
neighborhood, and being in a great variety here,the peo- | Methodist Episcopal Church. 


ple came from all quarters for them, As they were 
ripe about harvest, when all were busy, first-day was 
fixed upon to come for them. It got the name of cherry 
fair—hucksters came from Lancaster with their baskets, 
and hundreds of people were collected at the old ferry- 
house, the only public house then in town. These fairs 
were continued many years—until their impropriety be- 
came so glaring that they were abolished. 

About half a mile from Columbia, on the road leading 
to the Chicques, among the hills, was the place called 
Smoke-town. Many now living may remember it. A 
little stream wound along amongst the hills; three or 
four little cabins were built near together, and a few 
spots of level ground were sometimes cultivated by 
the inhabitants. It was the rendezvous for strolling 
beggars and such kind of people: many a midnight 
brawl has been witnessed here. All vestiges of this 
settlement are now gone, and the land belongs to the 
Hogendoblers. 

In olden times, the place being more thinly settled 
than it is now, the people seemed more affectionate to 
each other. When a death occurred in the neighbor- 
hood, it cast a gloom over all the inhabitants, even if it 
was from among the lowest class, and some of every 
family attended the funeral. The neighbors for many 
miles round were known to each other; if a stranger was 
seen in the place, great curiosity arose to know who he 
was and from whence he came. The first proprietors 
being all related or connected with each other, the 
greatest harmony and friendship existed between them. 
In those days tea was looked upon as too effeminate for 
men. There were no stores nearer than Lancaster, and 
luxuries which all partake of now, were little known 
then. There was great difficulty in getting shoes, es- 
pecially for children. 

The defeat of Braddock’s army, in 1755, produced 
great excitementhere. All the females and children of 
the place, to the number of about 30, went to Philadel- 
phia and spent the winter. They occupied the house 
on Chesnut street, which stood on a part of the ground 
where the Arcade now is. The men who remained, 
fortified the store-house of J. L. Wright. 

In the year 1757 or 8, there was no physician in the 
place, and there being a number of children who had 
never had the small pox, Dr. Moore of Philadelphia, a 
friend of Susannah Wright, was engaged to come and 
inoculate them. One or two of the children, on whom 


German Church. 


Besides the above there are two houses for publie 
worship for the coloured people. 


The institutions of a public character are— 
Post Office. 
Bank, with a capital of $395,000. 
Library. 
Beneficial Association. 
6 Day Schools, of various grades, 
| 2 Fire Companies. 
2 Volunteer Companies. 
1 Weekly Newspaper. 


Among the occupations and establishments in the 
borough, are the following— 


1 Presiding Judge, 5 Dry Goods and Grocery 


4 Justices of the peace, Stores, 

6 Teachers, 2 Provision Stores, 

5 Physicians, 2 Hardware and Ironmon- 
4 Druggists, geries, 

1 Confectioner, 2 Tobacconists, 

1 Brewery, 2 Jewellers and Watchma- 
3 Bakers, kers, 

3 Butchers, 2 Tinners, 

16 Taverns, 7 Boot and Shoe Facto- 
5 Tailors, ries; 


4 Carpenters, 
1 Grist-mill, 

3 Lock-smiths, 
4. Black-smiths, 


3 Hat Factories, 
1 Wagon-maker, 
1 Coach-maker, 
2 Saddlers, 


1 Gun-smith, 1 Marble Manufactory, 
2 Curriers, 3 Painters and Glaziers, 
1 Tannery, 2 Tallow-chandlers, 


1 Pump-maker, 
3 Cabinet-makers, 
2 Chair-makers, 


1 Weaver, 

2 Plasterers, 

1 Mason and Bricklayer, 
5 Coopers, 9 Lumber yards, 

1 Printer, 5 Coal yards. 


Besides, there are 7 or 8 ware-houses on the banks of 
the river, for the reception of country produce. 

Excellent spring water is introduced through all the 
principal streets, by iron pipes, from a reservoir situated 
at the head of the town: this reservoir is supplied 
through pipes from two springs about a mile distant. 

Within the borough are mineral springs which pos 
sess considerable medicinal properties. 
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A daily line of Mail Stages passes through this bo- 
rough, between Philadelphia and Baltimoré; and a daily 
line of Mail Stages runs between this place and Harris- 
burg. 

The rail-road between Philadelphia and this borough 
is rapidly progressing to a state of completion, and the 
canal which is to connect us with the northern and 
western parts of the state, will soon be in successful 
operation. 




















BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Report of Committee of Ways and Means, on the Re- 
newal of the Charter of the U. S. Bank. 
VIEWS OF THE MAJORITY. 


Mr. M’Duffie, from the committee of Ways and 
Means, to which the subject had been referred, made 
the following report: 

The Committee of Ways and Means, in obedience to 
the orders of the House, have had under consideration 
the memorial of the President, Directors and Company 
of the Bank of the United States, and also sundry me- 
morials from other sources, relative to the renewal of 
the charter of the said Bank, and herewith report a 
bill for the renewal of the said charter, with certain 
modifications. 

The committee will not now go into the consideration 
of the constitutional power of Congress to incorporate 
the Bank of the United States, nor of the expediency 
of maintaining such an institution, with a view to pre- 
serve a sound and uniform currency, and to facilitate 
and equalize the fiscal operations of the Government. 
For the exposition of their views on these interesting 
and important questions, and of the great public bene- 
fits which have resulted from the operations of the bank, 
in regulating and reducing the rates of the commercial 
exchanges of the country, they ask leave to refer to 
the report made by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
on the 13th day of April, 1830, which they adopt asa 
part of this report. 

The several memorials, presented by sundry citizens 
of the United States, praying Congress to grant them 
and their associates a charter for anew bank, with pri- 
vileges similar to those now enjoyed by the Bank of the 
United States, have been duly considered by the com- 
mittee. They can perccive no adequate motive, how- 
ever, for creating a new bank, instead of continuing 
the present; but, on the contrary, very strong objections 
against adopting sucha course. The only inducements 
which can justify Congress in establishing any bank, are 
exclusively of a public nature. The interest of the 
stockholders, though necessarily involved as an inci- 
dent, is quite a subordinate consideration. The main- 
tenance of a uniform currency, and the facilities afforded 
for. collecting, transferring, and disbursing the public 
revenue, are the great and paramount objects to be ac- 
complished by such an institution, and to sacrifice these 
to the imaginary claims of persons who may desire to 
speculate in the stock of a new institution, would be 
perverting a high public trust to mere individual pur- 
poses. 

With the intimate knowledge of the pecuniary wants 
and resources of the several portions of the Union, 
which it must have acquired by the experience of six- 
teen years, the present institution is doubtless better 
qualified than any new corporation could be, to fulfil the 
great public ends of such an establishment. In the un- 
questionable ability with which its affairs have been 
administered for the last ten years, and in the fidelity 
with which it has discharged all its duties to the Go- 
vernment and to the country, we have an assurance of 
future usefulness, which the applicants for a new bank 
certainly could not furnish. On the contrary, some of 
the new schemes brought forward in the memorials 
referred to the committec, are so utterly extravagant as 

© furnish; ust cause of alarm to all reflecting men. 


The present bank, though it has dealt largely in public 
securities, and, for several years past, held large amounts 
of Government stock, has, notwithstanding, found it 
difficult to find employment for a capital of thirty-five 
millions, in the safe and legitimate business of banking 
yet we have applications to incorporate a banking com- 
pany with a capital of fifty millions. The present 
bank has not realized more than five per cent. on its 
comparatively small capital; yet some of the projectors 
of new banking schemes propose to give a bonus of one 
million of dollars a year to the General and State Go- 
vernments, for the privilege of banking on a capital of 
fifty millions; and expositions have been presented to 
the public, holding out the idea that such a bank might 
keep in circulation one hundred millions of its paper, 
and grant loans to the enormous extent of two hundred 
millions! In the opinion of the committee, such pro- 
jectsas these can only proceed from a spirit of bold 
and hazardous speculation, and from those who are en- 
tirely unacquainted with the practical operations of 
banking, and nothing in the shape of pecuniary bonus 
could justify Congress in making the dangerous expe- 
riment of committing to such hands the great duties of 
maintaining a sound currency, and of keeping in safety, 
and transferring without delay or expense, the revenues 
of this extensive confederacy. 

An opinion has been sometimes expressed, as plausi- 
ble perhaps as it is delusive, that all the people of the 
Uinted States are entitled to the option of subscribing 
for the stock in a Bank of the United States, and that, 
consequently it would be an unjust preference to renew 
the charter of the present company. If a new bank 
were created, it is almost certain that the stock would 
go into fewer and less meritorious hands than that of the 
present bank, and the rest of the people of the United 
States would have still greater cause to complain of 
their exclusion, if, when that institution acquired the 
public confidence, its stock should be considerably 
above par. Men of accumulated capital, not engaged 
in business, and stockjobbers are invariably the first 
subscribers for the stock of a new bank; and it is impos- 
sible to conceive any substantial reason why the pre- 
sent stockholders, who have done so much for the 
country, should be superseded, at the hazard of great 
public detriment, merely to gratify the speculative 
views of a still smaller number of persons, principally 
large monied capitalists and dealers in public stocks. 
It should be recollected, too, that a considerable por- 
tion of those who hold stock in the present bank, are 
widows and orphans, who probably paid very nearly 
| the present market price for the stock; and it is certain 

that, in the scramble for new subscriptions, most of 
those would be excluded by the classes of persons to 
which the committee have just alluded. Fora more 
full explanation of their views on this point, they will 
refer the House tothe report, already noticed, of a 
former committee of Ways and Means. 

It remains for the committee to give a brief explana- 
tion or the modifications they have proposed of the 
existing charter. The reservation of the power of re- 
voking it, at any time after ten years, upon giving three 
years notice of such intention, will create a responsibili- 
ty in the bank, which may be extremely salutary, with- 
out creating too great a dependence = Congress. 
The change proposed in the form of the bonus, is in 
some degree connected with this change in the tenure 
of the charter, and is recommended by other conside- 
rations. An annual sum, paid in the shape of interest 
on the Government deposites, will have the recom- 
mendation of making the amount of the bonus depend 
upon the extent of the benefit which the bank may de- 
rive from the public revenues, at the same time that it 
renders the Government an important service by the 
safe custody of these revenues. The authority given 
to the President of the United States to appoint one of 
the directors of each of the branches, rests upon the 
same principle with the existing authority to appoint a 
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ortion of the directors of the mother bank. It may 

e amatter of great convenience and utility for the 
Government to have a sentinel to give notice of any 
i:regularities or abuses that may creep into the direction 
of the several branches. The prohibition against is- 
suing drafts or checks for twenty dollars, or any 
smaller sum, will exclude from common circulation a 
description of paper, of which considerable complaint 
has been made in some quarters of the Union. This, 
however, has rendered it indispensably necessary to au- 
thorize other officers, as well as the President and Gash- 
ier, to sign and countersign bills for circulation. If this 
provision be not made, the whole time of the President 
and Cashier would be taken up in signing bills, to the 


entire exclusion of the more important functions of 


administration and superintendance; and yet these offi- 
cers would not have the physical ability to execute the 
necessary signatures. The expediency of prohibiting 
the issue of any notes at branches where they are not 
payable, is too obvious to require comment. Itis essen- 
tial to protect the State banks against ruinous drafts 
for specie on the part of the Bank of the United States. 

These provisions, in addition to those which are con- 
tained in the original charter, afford all the safeguards 
which can be reasonably required for the public secu- 
tity. The monthly statements which are made of the 
debts due by the bank, of the moneys deposited there- 
in, of the notes in circulation, and the specie in hand; 


the right of the Secretary of the Treasury to inspect 


the books of the bank, and to withdraw the public de- 
posites, subject to the approbation of Congress; the 
right of ‘‘a committee of either House of Congress to 
inspect the books and examine the proceedings of the 
bank;” its obligation ‘o pay specie for its notes on de- 


mand, under a ae penalty, and the provision *‘ that 


the total amount of the debts which the said corpora- 
tion shall at any time owe, over and above the debts due 


for money deposited, shail not exceed the amount of 


its capital;””—all these safeguards against imprudent and 


excessive issues, with the constant supervision of the 


Government directors, furnish ample guarantees for the 
faithful performance of its duties to the public, and un- 
doubted securities to the holders of its notes, not only 
that they will be ultimately, but promptly paid. 


REPORT UPON LOTTERIES. 


Report of the Commitiee of Vice and Immorality of the 


Senate of Pennsylvania, to whom were referred the 
message of the Governor and sundry memorials relating 


to the abolition of Lotteries.— Read in Senate, February 


21, 1832, by Mr. Fullerton, Chairman. 


The committee on vice and immorality, to whom was 


referred so much of the Governor’s message as relates 
to lotteries, and the memorials on the same subject, 
respectfully report: 

That they have bestowed on the subject that care and 
time which its importance required. They are sensibly 
impressed with the conviction, that lotteries are a great 
public evil, and that they ought to be abolished so soon 
as it may be effected consistently with a just regard to 
the rights of individuals, and the faith of the common- 
wealth. However anxious they may feel to promote 
the morals of the community, and to put an end to all 
gaming under the sanction of law, they do not deem 
themselves authorised to recommend, even for the at- 
tainment of these objects, a course which may fairly 
subject to question the justice of the state. On the 
uniform maintenance of an open and liberal policy to- 
wards all who may enter into engagements, or invest 
their capital on the faith of its promises or pledges, its 
credit mainly depends. A credit at this time as unlimit- 
ed, as its integrity is unquestioned. With these im- 
pressions, your committee have cautiously endeavoured 
to dismiss from their minds, all prejudice, and to disre- 
gard the appeals of passion. They have studied to 


confine themselves to facts, and to a fair construction of 







the laws; abstaining from an indulgence in imagina: 

estimates, or in reasoning founded altogether on gratuis 
tous premises. They attended during the examination 
recently made before them and the committee of the 


House of Representatives, on which occasion counsel 


were heard in support of the memorials of those pray- 
ing for the entire abolition of lotteries, and also in be- 
half of the Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania, and 
of Mr. Archibald M’Intyre, of the state of New York, 
of the house of Yates & M’Intyre. 


The first question which presented itself for conside- 


ration was, whether the act of Assembly, passed the 2d 


of April, 1811, entitled “An act to incorporate the 
Union Canal company of Pennsylvania,” and the act 
passed the 26th March, 1821, entitled ‘* An act for the 
improvement of the state,” gave to the Union Canal 
company separate and distinct grants of privileges to 
raise money by way of lottery; or whether the latter 
act only conferred a certain privilege, to be used ina 
certain contingency, after the expiration of the former 
nt. 

oo committee are of opinion, that in the acts of 2d 
April, 1811, and of the 26th March, 1821, two distinct 
grants of lottery privileges were made to the Union 
Canal company of Pennsylvania. This construction 
was adopted shortly after the passage of the act of 1821. 
It has been acted on ever since: and on the faith of this 
construction and the sanction given to it, not only by a 
uniform acquiescence during upwards of twenty years, 
but also in several reports made to the legislature, large 
sums of money have been invested by citizens of this 
state, and by citizens of other states, in the stock and 
loansof the company. ‘The stock of few companies is 
more widely disseminated: and in nota few instances, 
it is the only property on which women and children 
rely for their annual income and support. Depending 
on the tacit approbation, if not the express consent of 
the legislature, they have been induced to select this 
as a safe investment of that fund, on which they were 
entirely dependent. 

This construction in the opinion of your comraittee, 
is also the only one which is consistent with a due regard 
for the integrity of this commonwealth. For the pur- 
pose of showing distinctly the operation of the laws on 
this subject, your committee propose briefly to advert 
to the same, and the circumstances under which they 
were enacted. The preambles to different acts passed 
on this subject, set forth that this canal is a great public 
work, which ‘* will greatly tend to strengthen the bonds 
of union between citizens inhabiting distant parts of a 
country governed by the same free and happy constitu- 
tion and laws, to the encouragement of agriculture and 
manufactures, andthe promotion of commerce.” Thus 
impressed, the legislature invited individuals to embark 
their capital in this enterprise, then considered one of 
great hazard. And also to encourage and stimulate 
them, not only countenanced the undertaking, but in 
various ways held out inducements, among which the 
grant of lottery privileges was not the least effectual. 
At this time, the purpose of the commonwealth was not 
so much to limit the extent of gaming, as to encourage 
the investment of money in a work of great public im- 
portance. 

Having premised thus much, your committee will pro- 
ceed to notice the laws themselves. 

On the 29th of September, 1791, an act was passed 
incorporating ‘‘the president, managers and company 
of the Schuylklll and Susquehanna Navigation;” and 
on the 10th day of April, 1792, an act was passed in- 
corporating ‘‘ the president, managers and company of 
the Delaware and Schuylkill Canal Navigation.” On 
the 17th of April, 1795, an act was passed, reciting, 
that ‘* whereas the companies incorporated for openin 
a canal and lock navigation between the rivers Schuyl- 
kilf'and Susquehanna, have, from the novelty of such 
extensive and arduous undertakings in a young country, 
experienced numerous difficulties, beyond what were 
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ever contemplated by the legislature at the time of pass- | teen hundred and nineteen, two thousand two hundred 
ing the acts of incorporation,.or by the subscribers to and fifty shares shall have been subscribed to the capi- 
the said works at the time of subscribing thereto: And | tal stock of the Union Canal company of Pennsylvania, 
whereas large sums of money have already been expend- the Governor of this commonwealth be and he is hereby 
ed on the said works, and there is every reasonable authorised and required to subscribe in behalf thereof 
expectation, that a canal navigation, connecting the two hundredand fifty shares of the stock of said compa- 
Eastern and Western waters of Pennsylvania, may be | ny, to be paid by the State Treasurer on warrants drawn 
effectually completed, 1F rrricieNT FUNDS CAN BE PRO- by the Governor, in the proportion of the payment 
vipep for the same, to the great advantage and increase | made on subscribing, by the new subscribers, and of the 
of the agriculture, trade and manufactures of the state | payment of their respective instalments, as may be 
at large’”’—by which act the said companies were au- | called for by the board of managers, And if the pro- 
thorised to raise by way of lottery, the sum of $400,000 | cceds of the lottery granted to the Union Canal compa- 
in the respective amounts therein set forth, “to be ap- | ny, together with the tolls which may be collected, shall 
plied to carrying on” their works, By this it will ap- | not hereafter, from year to year, for the period of twen- 
pear, that the intention of the legislature at that time, | ty-five years, yield a sum equal to an annual interest of 
was to provide efficient sums, to be applied to works of | 5ix per cent. upon all sums not exceeding in amount four 
general importance, and that a specific grant was made | hundred and fifty thousand dollars, which may be sub- 
to these companies for this purpose. | scribed by new subscribers as aforesaid, and paid ac- 
By an act passed the 2d April, 1811, entitled ‘* An | cording to law, to the capital stock of the said company, 
act to incorporate the Union Canal company of Penn- | the Governor shall from year to year, for the term of 
sylvania,’’ these two companies were united: and by the | twenty-five years, whenever it shall appear to his satis- 
28th section of that act, the company thus created was | faction that such disability exists, draw his warrant on 
authorised to raise ‘“‘by way of lottery the residue of | the State Treasurer in favor of the said board of mana- 
the original sum, not exceeding $340,000, authorised | gers for the amount of such deficiency, which money 








to be raised” by the former companies for the purposes | shall be applied to the payment of an annual interest of 
aforesaid. In this act the profits from the lotteries are | six per cent. to such new subscribers, and the faith of 
styled a property and a bounty to enable the company | the commonwealth is hereby pledged for the term of 
to make the tolls as low as possible. By the 26th sec- | twenty-five years, for the full and punctual payment of 
tion of this act, the company are authorised * to raise | said interest: Provided, That the subscriptions shall be 
by way of loan from any individuals, bodies politic or | paid in such instalments as shall be called for by the 
corporate, on such terms and conditions as they may | managers of the said company, and each subscriber shall 
think fit, such sums of money as they may from time to | be entitled to interest only from the time of the actual 
time find expedient, for the completion of the objects | payment of each instalment respectively. And in or- 
aforesaid, upon the credit of the capital stock and in- | der to avoid as far as possible, all disability to pay such 
corporation, including the nett proceeds and avails of the | interest, so much of the third section of the act afore- 
lotteries hereby authorised, and the tolls and profits of | said as pledges any portion of the avails or nett proceeds 
the same, and for the fulfilment of the terms and condi- | of the lottery aforesaid, to the payment of an annual 
tions of any such loan, to mortgage any part or the | interest to the holders of shares not forfeited in the late 
whole of their property, tolls, profits or estates what- | Delaware and Schuylkill, and Schuylkill and Susque- 
soever.” This authority is nowhere repealed or con- | hanna canal companies, be and the same is hereby sus- 
trolled—and your committee have not discovered in | pended, until the canal shall be completed, and the 
subsequent laws, any thing inconsistent with its exercise. | president and managers of said company shall be and 
It toes exercised, and one million four hundred and | they are hereby authorised to continue, during the said 
thirty thousand four hundred dollars have been borrow- | term of twenty-five years, to raise by way of lottery, 
ed—and among other property the lottery privilege has | any sum that may be wanted for the purpose of paying 
been expressly mortgaged and pledged to the lenders | to the holders of said stock, the six per cent. as afore- 
of the said money, ‘‘for the payment of the interest | said: Provided, That whenever the nett proceeds of the 
and extinguishment of the principal” of the debt. | tolls shall amount to the said six per cent., the privilege 
Without this money the canal could not have been made. | hereby granted of raising money by lottery shall, during 
By an act passed the 29th of March, 1819, an addi- | such time, be suspended, except so far as is authorised 
tional subscription of stock was authorised, which how- | by existing Jaws, and it shall in no event be lawful to 
ever never took effect, and by the third section of that | divide any sum arising from said lottery over and above 
act it was provided, ‘that the avails and nett proceeds | six per cent. upon the stock of said company, it being 
of the lottery granted by the twenty-eighth section of the intent and meaning of this act that all such excess 
the act to which this is a supplement, shall be and here- | shall be reserved to meet any deficiency thereof that 
by are pledged as a fund for the payment of anannual } may at any time occur in the tolls as aforesaid, and if 
interest of six per cent. upon all sums subscribed to | any payment of interest shall be made on the part of 
the stock, in the first section of this act mentioned, | thiscommonwealth which may amount to a share or 
reckoning from the day of the payment of each instal- | shares,in all such cases certificates of stock tothe amount 
ment. And whereas it is just and right to put upon the of such payments shall be delivered by the president 
same footing the holders of the shares which were not | or treasurer of said company to the State Treasurer, 
forfeited in the late Delaware and Schuylkill, and | which shall vest inthe commonwealth all the rights and 
Schuylkill and Susquehanna canal companies, itis here- emoluments appertaining to a share or shares, as if held 
by declared-to_be the intent of this act, that the hold- | by individual stockholders. And if the water commu- 
ers of all such shares, as soon as twenty-five hundred | nication between the Susquehanna and the Schuylkill, 


‘shares shall have been subscribed, according to the | by means of said canal, shall not be completed in such 


provision of the first section of this act, shall be enti- | manner as to admit boats of at least twenty tons bur- 
tled to an annual interest, reckoning from the time of | den, to pass?and repass, within ten years after interest 
such subscription, in the proportion of the payment | shall first accrue by the provisions of this section, then 
made on subscribing by the new subscribers, and of the | and in such case the guarantee of interest hereby given 
ent of their respective instalments as may be call- | shall cease.” } 

ed for by the board of managers.” By this act the pledge given to the old stockholders 

By the act for the improvement of the state in 1821, | isnottaken away. It is, on the contrary, expressly re- 
it is provided ‘‘that whenever according to the provi- | cognized, but the enjoyment of it is suspended till the 
sions of the act supplementary to an act entitled ‘* An | completion of the canal. A construction which denies 
act to incorporate the Union Canal company of Penn- | that this law confers any new and independent grant of 
sylvania,” passed the twenty-ninth day of March, eigh- | lottery privileges cannot be adopted without the incon- 
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sistency of recognizing the pledge of a specific fund to| with the amount actually received by them. This has 


certain persons, and in the same law making another | been generally known. And on the 3d of February 
1819, at the call of the legislature, the company made 


jation of that fund, which will in all probability 
rs to them a detailed report of their accounts, showing 


their different contracts, and the sum received from 


ust it before the expiration of the suspension it 
creates. It also, by a strained implication, is made to 
each lottery contractor; which statement was not only 
unquestioned, but is expressly referred to in the pre- 


interfere with the power of borrowing money, and pledg- 

ing this fund to the lenders. But such, in the opinion 

of your committee, was not the intention of the legis- | amble to the 7th section of the act of the 29th March, 

lature. A new lottery privilege is given by thatact, to} 1819. Subsequent reports have been made by this 
company to the legislature, and investigations were had 
before the committees of ways and means in the years 


be suspended ‘* whenever the nett proceeds of the 
1828, 1830, and 1831, all of which adopted and con- 


tolls shall amount to the said six percent. By nett pro- 
ceeds can only be intended proceeds deducting all 
firmed this construction. Your committee cannot deem 
it just or politic to shake a construction thus sustained, 


charges against the same, among which nothing can 
more properly be included than interest on the debts susta 
incurred in making the canal itself. In addition to these } and to adopt another which would greatly impair the 
arguments, the law contains words which are entirely | value of property acquired under such a conviction. 
inconsistent with the interpretation which denies that| The next inquiry was as to the amount which has ac- 
tually been raised by way of lottery. Your committee 
sought no information from Archibald M’Intyre, the 


there are two grants. The law provides, ‘‘that the 

privilege hereby granted of raising money by lottery, 
purchaser of the lottery privilege, from the Union Canal 
company,because having adopted the foregoing construc- 


shall, duriug such time be suspended, except so far as is 

authorised by existing laws.” If the grant made by the ) 

act of the second April were intended to be first used, | tion of the law, it could in no wise assist their delibera- 

and applied to the payment of interest on the new) tions. And the question submitted to them being one of 

stock till it was exhausted, the new grant given by the | vast importance, not only to the company, to the loan 

act of 1821 could not come into active operation during | holders and Mr. M’Intyre, but also to the common- 

the continuation of any privilege ‘‘ authorised by exist-| wealth, they were unwilling to perplex or embarrass 

ing laws.» And consequently when its suspension} it by considerations not legitimately applicable to 
the inquiry. They appliedtothe ‘‘ Union Canal com- 
pany of Pennsylvania” for such information as was re- 


should take effect, there would be no grant ‘‘ authorised 
by existing laws.” Your committee do not feel at liber- 
quisite, which will be found in the statements annexed 
in this report. 


ty to discard this important reservation of a right in fa- 

vor of the company, and consequently cannot adopt a 
construction which would render these words inoperative. Your committee cannot recommend any measure 
The next important point to which the attention of} having a tendency to impair rights which they believe 
your committee was directed, was the true meaning of | to be vested; rights acquired under a construction con- 
the words ‘raise money by way of lottery.” On the | formable to common sense—are generally received, and 
part of those who prayed for the entire abolition of lot-| now after the lapse of so many years, for the first time 
teries, it was contended that they included not only the | questioned. Your committee are satisfied that a mea- 
money actually paid to the company, but also the profits | sure of this kind would not only be unjust, but fraught 
oftheir assignees,the managers of the lottery. Your com-| with mischief. It would lead the community hereafter 
with great suspicion to make any investment in. proper- 
ty on the faith of a promise, pledge, grant or guaranty 


mittee will here remark, that no evidence was laid before 
them or called for on this last subject. Itis true, much con- 
by the commonwealth, and would thereby directly af- 
fect its credit. To adopt any measure which should 


jecture was hazarded, but it was only conjecture, and not 
calculated to lead to a safe or satisfactory conclusion. 
Your committee are of opinion that the sum raised by | prove disastrous to this company, would not only injure 
way of lottery is the amount received by the company, | Philadelphia, but the state generally, by interfering 
and that they are to be debited with the same, although | with the only channel of communication by water, be- 
an actual loss should be sustained by the contractor. | tween the public improvements and that city. 
Your committee, however, are gratified that they are 
enabled to conclude by proposing a measure whereby 


The act of 1795 confers on the two companies a grant 
of a given sum with directions as to the manner in which 
lotteries may be entirely abolished in this commonwealth, 
at the expiration of the next year. The contract enter- 


it should be appropriated. The act of 1811 authorises 
the Union Canal company of Pennsylvania ‘‘to raise 

by way of lottery the residue of the original sum not| ed into by Mr. M’Intyre will then terminate; and the 
exceeding $340,000,”’ and neither expressly or implied- | company may be compensated in money for the sum 
ly diminishes or impairs the privileges previously given. | which will then be due to them. Your committee think 
It authorises the company, either to appoint managers | it would_not only be unjust to interfere during the con- 
to draw the lottery, or to sell the privilege. And in the] tinuance of the existing contract, but would prove cruel- 
same section, immediately after the authority to sell,|]y oppressive to the contractor. Mr. M’Intyre has 
provides that “the profitsarising from said lotteries shall | complied with his contracts faithfully: he isa citizen of 
not form a capital stock of said company,” upon which | another state, and relying on the faith of acts of Assem- 
any dividend shall be made to the stockholders, but the | bly of this commonwealth; on the best advice, and sanc- 
same shall be considered as a bounty to said corpora-| tioned by legislative encouragement, he has made his 
tion to enable them ‘‘to make the tolls as low as possi-| contract. It is impossible at all to estimate the injury 
ble.” The only profit which can be here alluded to, | he might sustain, if compelled abruptly to wind up a 
must be the profit on the sale of the privilege, and with | business at best one of great hazard. 

that only were the company to be debited. Chief Jus-} Your committee herewith present to the Senate de- 
tice Marshall well remarks, ‘that no man will purchase | tailed statements of the receipts under the lottery privi- 
a lottery from which he can make nothing.” In the|leges, also of the tolls received, and the manner 
twenty-sixth section of the same law, authority is given|in which they have been disbursed, which in ac- 

cordance with the views of your committee, will 
show that there will be due to the company, on the 


to the com pany ‘*to raise by way of loan,” &c, In this 

case surely, the money raised by way of loan, was in- 

tended to be the sum received. And it is difficult to| 31st day of December, 1833, the sum of one hundred 

understand why a different signification should be given | and twenty-four thousand seventy-two dollars and fifty- 
ty-four cents; which, when paidg the lottery privileges 

may be extinguished, 


to the words ‘raise money by way of lottery.” The 
Your committee have discharged their duty; they be- 


construction put on these words, whatever doubt may 

have existed originally, seems to determine the question. 
lieve that the plan proposed is one whereby lotteries may 
bespeedily abolished, at a moderate expense to the com- 































From the passage of the act of 2d April, 1811, down 
to this time, the company have debited themselves only 





ame Te 
aa pene 


RAS 





152 REPORT UPON LOTTERIES. (Miney 


monwealth, consistently with its faith, and without op- 
pression or injustice to individuals, : 

The committee therefore offer the following resolu- 

on: 
. Resolved, that a committee be appointed to bring in 
a bill in conformity to the foregoing report, making 
provision for the payment of the balance which the 
company would be entitled to, and for the suppression 
of lotteries in this commonwealth, after the 3lst day of 
December, 1833. 
No. 1. 


Statement of the nett proceeds of the Union Canal lot- 
teries, up to March 17th, 1821, as authorized by the 
act of April 2d, 1811. 


1814, January 4, Amount received 

from Henry Pratt, manager of 

the first class, 8,000 
1817, January 15, do. from Solo- 

mon Allen, 4th class, 10,500 
1817, December 13, do. from So- 

lomon Allen, 5th class, 17,250 
1818, June 8, do. from Solomon 

Allen, 6th class, 29,400 
1818, December 18, do. from So- 

lomon Allen, 7th class, 12,000 
1820, February 20, do. from B. B. 

Howell, 2d and 3d class, 21,000 
1820, May 30, do. from Solomon 

Allen, 8th class, 28,500 
1821, March 17, do. from Solomon 

Allen, 9th class, 9,600 

$136,250 
Deduct amount nen oy = 
company, up to c . 
1831, ere 65,748 48 


* 


70,501 57 
This amount was handed to the 
new board of managers, viz: 














In cash, 1,511 61 
In the United States’ six 
per cent. 59,389 96 
In Solomon Allen’s a oa a 
due October 16, ; ana 
The whole of which has been ex- 
pended as follows, viz. 
1825, July 16, interest on loan of 
$550,000, 1,302 15 
October 16, ps 1,456 58 
1826, January 16, oe 3,048 00 
April 16, a 4,181 34 
July 16, ” 6,486 59 
October, 16, 6 8,130 60 
1827, January 16, os 8,247 12 
April 16, 6 8,250 00 
July 16, “ 8,250 00 
October 16, of 8,250 00 
1828, January 16, e 8,250 00 
April 16, in part of interest ie 
asp? "70,501 57 
Amount authorized to be raised py the act 
of 2d April, 1811, f BK on 00 
j der the act o pn 
aieil, — 136,250 00 
Balance yet to be raised under do. $203,750 00 








The manner in whigh the sum of $136,250 has been 
nded is shown on the first page. 

"The balance yet to be raised, $203,750, is pledged as 

to wit: : ; 

ne Loans have been effected under the authority gi- 





ven by the 26th section of the act of 1811, tothe ex- 
tent of one million four hundred and thirty thousand, 
four hundred dollars, and this fund is pledged to the 
lender of the said money. 

2d. By the act of 1811, it is declared that it is just 
and right that the old stockholders should be placed on 
the same footing with the new, and this fund is express- 
ly pledged to said stockholders; this pledge is recog- 
| nized by the act of 29th March, 1821. 

Suit has been instituted in the Supreme court on be- 
half of the old stockholders, for the purpose of trying 
the question what amount they are entitled to receive— 
this case is now ready for argument at the present term 
of the court. This suit will involve the determination 
of the questions as to the relative rights of the loan 
holders and old stockholders, the extent of the respec- 
tive pledges, and also whether the grants are separate 
and distinct, or the one only a continuation of the other. 
It will thus be perceived that the inquiries now pending 
before the committee, are in train for a speedy judicial 
decision. 

The amount claimed as arrears of the interest by the 
old stockholders out of this amount is $62,567 64, 

ATTEST, THOMAS P. ROBERTS, 
Treasurer of the Union Canal Company. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 4, 1852. 


No, 2: 


Statement of the nett proceeds of the Lotteries from 
January 16, 1822, to January 16, 1832. 
1822, January 16, received from A. M’Intyre, 








Union Canal Lottery, 10th class, $9000 00 
January 23, Ist, new series, 1339 80 
February 28, 2d 2233 00 

Dec, 4, 3d 5039 65 

y, 4th and 5th 8313 36 

1823. April 18, 6th 6314 00 
do 7th and 8th 10,433 59 





February 25th, 9th and 10th 6387 81 

1824. April 14, lithand 12th 4775 10 

November 1, 13th 5374 18 

1825. March 31, under new contract Ist pay’t. 6875 00 

July 1, 2d 6875 00 

October 4, 3d 6875 00 

1826. January 1, Ath 6875 00 

March 31, 2d year, Ist pay’t. 7125 00 

July 1, 2d 7125 00 

October 2, 3d 7125 00 

1827. January 1, 4th 7125 00 

March 31, Sd year, 1st 7500 00 

June 30, 2d 7500 00 

September 29, 3d 7500 00 

December 31, 4th 7500 00 

1828. March 31, 4th year, Ist 7750 00 

June 30, 2d 7750 00 

October 1, 3d 7750 00 

1829. January 1, Ath 7750 00 

April 13, 5th year, 1st 8000 00 

July 6, 2d 8000 00 

October 11, 3d 8750 00 

1830, January 1, 4th 8250 00 

April 1, new contract Ist year, 1st 7500 00 

July 1, 2d 7500 00 

October 8, 3d ~ 7500 00 
December 31, received from A. M’In- 

tyre, new contract, 4th pay’t.7500 00 

1831. March 30, 2d year, 1st 7500 00 

July 6, 2d 7500 00 

October 8, 8d 7500 00 

1832. January 4, 4th 7500 00 

269,210 40 


Out of the above the following sums have 
been paid for interest on instalments paid 
in by the holders of the stock subscribed 
in April, 1821. 

1822, April 16, first payment, 2700 
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1822 October16, second, 1355 00 
1823. April 16, third 1947 89 
October 16, fourth 2317 55 
1824. April 16th, fifth 4247 62 
October 16th, sixth 6351 54 
1825. April 16, seventh 8297 94 
October 16, eighth 8551 81 
1826. April 16, ninth 10,347 16 
October 16, tenth 11,161 O1 
1827. April 16, eleventh 12,150 00 
October 16, twelfth 12,150 00 
1828, April 16; thirteenth 13,480 42 


October 16, fourteenth 13,500 00 
1829, April 16, fifteenth 13,500 00 
October 16, sixteenth 13,500 00 
1830. April16,seventeenth 13,500 00 
October 16, eighteenth 13,500 00 
1831. April 16, nineteenth 13,500 00 
October 16, twentieth 13,500 00 


189,532 94 


Balance February 1, 1832, 97,677 46 
Attest, 
THOMAS P. ROBERTS, 
Treasurer of the Union Canal Company. 
Philadelphia, February 5th, 1832, 


The act of 26th March, 1821, directs that the excess 
over the amount required to pay the interest guaranteed 
by the state raised under the authority of that act shall 
be reserved to meet any deficiency of interest. This 
sum is claimed in the suit now pending to try the rights 
of the old stockholders. ‘The company have deemed 
themselves bound te retain it according to the direction 
of the act of 1821, thus understood. 


No. 3. 


Statement of toll received upon the Union Canal, from 
the opening of the navigation in 1828, to the Ist of 
January, 1832, and the current expenses during the 
same period, chargeable against the tolls. 

Toll received from April 1, 1828, 
to January 1, 1829, 

Toll received from January 1, 
1829, to November 1, 1829, 15,796 73 

Toll received from November 1, 

1829, to November 1, 1830, 35,133 82 

Toll.received from November 1, 

1830, to November 1,1831, 59,137 21 

Toll received from November 1, 

1831, to January 1, 1832, 5,809 82 








16,391 48 





132,269 06 


Current Expenses, viz: 

Wages to lock-keepers from A- 

pril1, to November 1, 1828, 3,354 94 
Wages from November 1, 1828, 

to November 1, 1829. 9,714 51 
Wages paid from November 1, 

1829, to November 1, 1830, 7,497 32 
Wages paid from November 1, 


1830, to January 1, 1831, 844 17 
Arrearages due up to Jannary 1, 
1831, not yetcalled for, 900 00 


Paid toll collectors at Lebanon, 674 83 
Paid toll collectors at Fairmount, 309 61 
Salaries to collectors of tolls, su- 
perintendents, lock-keepers, &c. 
from January 1, 1831, to Janua- 


ry 1, 1832, 11,426 25 
me 34,721 63 
Repairs, 
From April 1, 1828, to 


November 1, 1828,. $3,758 45 
From November I, 
1828, to November 
1, 1829, 5,894 77 
Vou. IX. 20 


From November 1, 

1829, to November 

1, 1830, 4,510 60 
From November 1, 

1830, to January 1, 

1831, 573. 58 
From January 1, 1831, 

to January 1, 1832, 3,039 29 





17,776 69 
Incidental expenses at Lebanon, 

From April 1, 1828, to 

November 1, 1828, 443 07 
From November 1, 

1828, to November 

1, 1829, 949 92 
From November 1, 

1829, to November 

1, 1830, 847 72 
From November 1, 

1830, to. January 1, 


1831, 56 75 
At Philadelphia during 
same time, 2,013 82 


Expenses for coal, oil, 

&e. &c. January 1, 

1831, to January 1, 

1832, 6,047 43 
— 10,358 71 
Of resident engineer, president, 

treasurer and secretary, and 

clerk of the work, salaries to : 

January 1, 1832, 9,850 00 
Expenses of the water works 

during same tithe, 





20,102 61 





92,809 64 
Balance, $39,459 42 

SUMMARY STATEMENT. 

1st grant. Amount authorised to be raised 
by act of 2d April, 1811, $340,000 00 
Amount raised under said act, 136,250 00 








Balance of old grant to be raised, $203,750 00 





2d grant. Amount raised un- 
der second grant,$269,210 40 
Amount expended 
in interest, 189,532 94 
Excess reserved un- 
der directions of 
the act of 26th 
March, 1821, af- 
ter paying inter- 
est, $79,677 46 








Loans. Interest. 
Amount of loans upon which 


interest is now paid quar- 


terly, $1,430,400 $85,824 
Amountofnewstockonwhich os . 

interest is paid half yearly, 450,000 27,000 00 
State subscription on which at 

present no interest is paid, 50,000 





Total, $1,930,400$112,824 00 
Amount of old stock on which 
interest is not yet paid, (in 
suit) 147,600 8,856 00 


Total amount of stock and loans, $2,078,000 121,680 00 











SUMMARY STATEMENT, 
From the statements submitted it will ap- 
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pear that there remains to be raised un- 
der the act of 1811, 

And that there is under the second grant 
an excess reserved, agreeably to act of 
1821, of 79,677 46 


$203,750 00 








$124,072 54 











fidence, to protect and preserve the liberties of our 
country, it is equally true, that the improvement of their 
moral and intellectual condition, by a general diffusion 
of knowledge, would more successfully and effectually 
promote the attainment of these ends, than any other 
measure which could be presented to the consideration 
of the legislature. 

Of all the numerous adversaries of civil liberty, ig- 


It will also appear, that the nett proceeds of the tolls } norance is the most formidable. Through its aid and 
have fallen far short of the interest payable on the loans, | influence, tyrants and demagogues were enabled to 
so that there never have been any proceeds which the | subvert the liberties of all the ancient republics. 


company could apply to the payment of interest on the 
stock of the company. 
Attest, 
THOMAS P. ROBERTS, 
Treasurer of the Union Canal Company. 
Philadelphia, February 4, 1832. 


REPORT UPON EDUCATION. 


Report of the Ovmmittee on Education of the House of 
f atives of Pennsylvania.—Read, February 


Many years have elapsed, since the patriots of South 
America unfurled the banner of rebellion—since they 
were enabled to rouse the redeeming spirit of revolution 
into active operation; but owing to the extreme igno- 
rance and moral degradation of much the largest por- 
tion of the population, many more must elapse, before 
they can be a free, prosperous and happy people. Ig- 
norance presents a formidable barrier against the pro- 
gress of civilization, of religion, and of morality. It 
promotes vice, idleness, poverty, and pauperism. In 
fine, itis the polluted and prolific source from which 
nearly all the miseries of mankind emanate. 


Represent ! 
ne ae Aameain, Chapman. If then, the correctness of the foregoing observations 


The committee on education, to whom so much of | be admitted, what an impressive lesson do they present 
the Governor’s message as relates to that subject was/ to us. What stronger motives, your committee would 
referred, report: . . | ask, can we have, to press forward in the cause of edu- 

That in the opinion of the committee, all the provi- | cation, with unremitting zeal and perseverance? What 
sion that has been made by law, for the education of the | stronger inducements can we have, to labor unceasingly 
poor in this state, falls far short of a compliance with | and diligently in the cause, until we triumph over every 
the constitutional injunction, that ‘the legislature shall, | obstacle that may present, to prevent the accomplish- 
as soon as cofiveniently may be, provide by law for the | mentof an end, in which the happiness and prosperity 
establishment of schools throughout the commonwealth, | of the rising generation, and of generations to come, 
in such manner that the poor may be taught gratis.” | are so deeply involved? 

The wise statesmen who framed our constitution, could} The decided superiority of the laboring poor of other 
not, — committee apprehend, have supposed that the | states, in which successful experiments have been made, 
legislature would adopt a plan s0 inefficient, and so | over the same class in Pennsylvania, should be sufficient 
much at variance with the letter, if not with the spirit | to stimulate us tothe performance of this duty. It isa 


of the constitution, as the present system of Pennsyl- | moral duty, imposed upon us.by the author and dispens- 
vania; and it is tobe lamented, that a law which had | er of all good. ‘It is the first of our political duties; 


scarcely gone into operation, when it was found to be| we owe it to our principles, to our institutions, to our 
abortive, or nearly so, should continue to hold a place | posterity, and to mankind,” 

in our statute book for a period of more than twenty} But although your committee are aware, that one of 
years. But your committee are not disposed to scruti- | the first and most important duties enjoined on the legis- 
nize the measures of their predecessors, in relation to | Jature, is to provide for the education of the poor, and 
this interesting subject, with severity. Much as they! are duly impressed with the necessity for prompt and 
lament so unaccountable a delay, in the performance of | efficient legislation upon the subject, they feel con- 
a duty, so imperatively enjoined by the constitution, | strained, reluctantly, to yield to the conviction, that the 
they cannot believe that the enlightened representatives | present is not a propitious time to introduce a system, 


of the people, have ever been insensible of its magni-| differing materially in its provisions from the one now in 





tude, or of the weight of the responsibility imposed 
upon them, for its execution. The journals of their 
proceedings, in reference to the measure, furnish abun- 
dant evidence to show, that they have been deeply im- 


efforts to fulfil it, although unavailing, have been un- 
ceasing. The-deep rooted prejudice of many, against 
innovation, or a departure from long established usages; 
the avarice of some, who are too penurious to allow 
their own offspring the advantages of education; the 
ignorance of others; and the want of a public fund, the 
only foundation on which a system of common schools 
can permanently rest, are among the causes that have 
exerted the greatest influence in preventing the ad- 
yancement of the cause of education in Pennsylvania. 

Your committee have not the vanity to suppose they 
could shed any new light upon a subject, which has so 
frequently engaged the talents and attention of some of 
the ablest statesmen of our country, and which has been 
so repeatedly and anxiously recommended and pressed 
upon the attention of the legislature, by our present 
chief magistrate and his predecessors, and by memorials 
from every section of the state. 

If it be true, that the happiness of the people, is the 
legitimate and sole end of the 
attachment to the government, is its best security, and 
the only conservative power we can resort to with con. 


vernment; that their | 


operation. 


Owing to the fears too generally entertained, that an 
onorous system of taxation must be resorted to, to pay 


5 1 | the debts contracted by the state, in the construction of 
ressed with the importance of the trust, and that their | her canals 


, rail roads, and other public works, any plan 
your committee could mature, requiring the imposition 
of additional taxes, for its support, would, it is believed, 
meet sufficient opposition, to render it abortive. They 
are also of opinion, that the time will not arrive very 
soon when any system of common school education, that 
must derive the means of supporting it, from taxation 
alone, can be carried into successful operation. 

To secure the prosperity and permanent establish- 
ment of schools throughout the commonwealth, in the 
manner indicated by the terms of the constitution, the 
aid of a productive school fund, is deemed indispensa- 
bly necessary. 

The want of this aid, your committee believe, was 
the chief cause of the rejection and failure of the act 
of eighteen hundred and twenty-four, and of the oppo- 
sition to all the schemes that have since been matured, 
and recommended for legislative action. 

Itis the prop which sustains the systems of New York 
and Connecticut, and the stay which must support any 
system of common schools that our successors may 
adopt. 

Impressed, no doubt, with this conviction, the legis- 


RR 20 


Bi 


ca 


ok teen ghee Ra 


1832. ] THE VALLEY OF MUNCY. 155 


—oooeeeeeeoeeoeeoeoeeeoeoeooeeeeeeoeeeeeoeEeoeEeEeoeEeeeeeeeeOOTeETOee_=lel___Ge_e_e_e_e_e___o$OV—————— 


lature, at their last session, passed an act, providing»the 
means for raising a fund, the interest of which, when it 
shall have amounted to the sum of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, is to be ‘‘distributed and applied to the 
support of common schools, throughout the common- 
— in such manner as may hereafter be provided by 

w.”? 

Your committee cherish a hope, that the time will 
soon arrive, when the fund will be sufficient to warrant 
the distribution of that sum, and that the period is not 
very remote, when it will yield a sum sufficient to secure 
the introduction and permanent support of any efficient 
system their successors may adopt. 

Your committee are aware, that the duty of project- 
ing and perfecting a system, that will be adequate to 
the wants and wishes of the people, will be difficult 
and embarrassing, without the aid of other and more 
valuable information upon the subject, than the present 
legislature is possessed of. 

In order, therefore, that their successors, upon whom 
that duty may devolve, may be furnished with all the 
useful information that can be obtained, your committee 
would respectfully recommend the adoption of the ac- 
companying resolutions: 

Resolved, By the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in Gene- 
ral Assembly met, That the Governor be, and he is 
hereby authorised to appoint three commissioners, whose 
duty it shall be, to collect all the information, and pos- 
sess themselves of all the facts, relating to the subject 
of education, that can be obtained from any quarter, 
and to embody the same, withsuch remarks and sugges- 
tions as they may think proper to make, in a report, to 
be transmitted to the next legislature. 

Resolved, By the authority aforesaid, That the ac- 
counts of the commissioners appointed under the fore- 
going resolution, for expenses necessarily incurred in 
the discharge of their duties, shall be settled and allow- 
ed by the Auditor General, and paid by the State Trea- 
surer. 


From the Muncy Telegraph. 


THE VALLEY OF MUNCY. 


Many of the names of villages, rivers, and mountains 
in our country, still retain the names given to them by 
the original inhabitants, or take fhe name of some tribe 
which formerly inhabited the surrounding country. 
Thus that tract of country which lies in the lower end of 
as county, in the state of Pennsylvania, bound- 

on the west by the Loyalsock creek, on the south- 
west by the West Branch of the Susquehanna river, on 
the south by the Muncy hills, on the east by the line of 
Columbia county, and on the north by the Allegheny 
mountain; derived its name of Muncy from the tribe of 
Indians called Muncy, who formerly were undisputed 
lords of the soil, the remnant of which has been driven 
far to the west, by the advancing tide of white pee 
tion, so that their name would be forgotten, had they not 
left it impressed upon the hills and streams which they 
formerly frequented. 

On the great road, which leads from Northumberland 
to Williamsport, the county seat of Lycoming county, 
about twenty-five miles from the former, which is at the 
junction of the North and West Branches of the Susque- 

anna, on the northern descent of the Muncy hills, there 
is a point from which a view of a great part of this beau- 
tiful country may be obtained; to the left may be seen 
the level and fertile valley of Black Hole, formed by 
the Bald Eagle mountain on the north, and Muncy hills 
on the south, and separated from Muncy by the river, 
which adds much to the beauty of the prospect, wind- 
ing round the end of the Bald Eagle mountain, after 
having washed its base a distance of thirty-five miles; in 
front there is a gradual slope towards the north about 
two miles, which terminates in the bed of Muncy creek. 
About half way to the creek stands the neat little vil- 


lage of Muncy. Qn the north side of the creek the 
land is rolling, but of good quality, At the distance 
of five or six miles to the north, may be seen the first 
range of hills, which present an undulated appearance, 
the hills being broken by frequent vales. Beyond these 
hills at the distance of eleven miles, the Allegheny 
mountain, the father of many waters, may be seen, cour- 
sing from north-east to south-west, adding sublimity to 
the scene. 

Towards the east the wide flat of land extends from 
the river about five miles,and it is here bounded by such 
hills as appear towards the north; this hill country ex- 
tends to the Columbia county line, being a distance of 
about twenty miles. 

The principal stream which waters this section of 
country, is Muncy creek, which empties into the river 
immediately opposite the end of the Bald Eagle moun- 
tain, and about one mile from the village of Muncy; it 
is formed by the junction of the Big and Little Muncy, 
about three miles from its mouth, the former having its 
course of twenty-five miles nearly in a western direc- 
tion. 

The eastern section of hill country, comprising the 
townships of Moreland, Penn, Franklin, and part of 
Shrewsbury, sustains 1600 inhabitants, it abounds in 
White-pine timber of a very good quality, which now 
finds a ready market at the Mills, as it is here that a 
large part of that rich and populous valley, lying south 
of Muncy hills, must seek its supply of lumber of 
every description. 

The middle portion of the district which I am ate 
tempting to describe, consists of the townships of 
Muncy and Muncy Creek, containing 1969 inhabitants, 
and the borough of Muncy, containing 479 inhabitants; 
this section of country is fertile, and is improving rapid- 
ly, it has also an advantage on account of which the 
density of population will be greatly increased, viz: 
that excellent water can easily be obtained, by digging 
in almost any situation. 

About five miles north-east from the borough of Mun- 
cy, and on the Big Muncy creek, is situated the ee 
of Hughsville; it contains about one hundred i i- 
tants, it is rising fast in importance, and its trade yearly 
increasing. 

The township of Fairfield, or the most western part 
of the district; is partly composed of river bottom and 
partly. of hill land, it contains 864 inhabitants; the 
amount of population of the district being 4912. 

There are on the waters of Muncy creek, thirty-three 
saw mills, many of which are kept in operation several 
months in the year—there are also, seven grist mills ard 
three wool and cotton factories within five miles of the 
borough of Muncy; but it is to be regretted that, within. 
the same distance, there are five distilleries now in blast, 
which at the lowest estimate destroy twenty-five thou- 
sand bushels of grain in a year. 

The borough of Muncy is rapidly increasing in size 
and population, it is possessed of considerable trade, in 
which it cannot be rivalled by any other point; being 
situated at the bend of the river and at an equal distance 
between Williamsport and Milton, so that the trade of 
the greater part of the country above described, must 
centre here, as well as part of the trade of Clinton 
township, on the west side of the river, and of the coun- 
try south of the Muncy hills. 

Through this place, daily stage coaches pass,in their 
route from Washington city to Black Rock in the state 
of New York; stages also arrive at Muncy, six times a 
week from Pottsville, three of those arrivals being by 
the way of Danville, and three by the way of Blooms- 
burg, besides various other mails which are carried on 
horse-back. 

The number of newspapers which yearly arrive at the 
Post office of Muncy, destined for the borough and its 
immediate neighbourhood, is estimated at 10,000, which 
would argue that a reading spirit prevails throughout 
this section of country; there is also avery neat weekly 
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paper published in this place, called the ‘‘ Muncy Trx-| dam, and that the New York canal, will soon be con- 
xorarfu,” which has a general circulation through this | nected by canal to Newtown. We may fairly conclude, 
parto the country, that a turnpike which would connect the two points, 
Itis, however, believed that could a direct communi-| would yield a large amount of tolls, from the trade 
cation by a good road, be opened between Muncy and which would be carried on between them, and the travel- 
that part of the state of New York which lies north of | ling which would be turned into it. The northern 
it, that great advantages would accrue, not only to the | section of the road would, no doubt, be much used by 
inhabitants of Muncy and other towns below it on the | coal wagons, a considerable quantity of stone coal be- 
West Branch, but also to the holders of lands on the | ing already carried from the Towanda coal mines. 
route of such road, and to the inhabitants of Bradford Nor would the expense of making the road be so 
county and of that part of the state of New York which | great as‘might at first view be imagined, for excepting 





lies adjacent. across the mountain, it is supposed that the site of the 
The advantages to Muncy, to be expected from such | road already made, would answer that of the proposed 
a road are very apparent. turnpike. R. 





Ast. The trade would be extended by the rapid set- 
tlement of those wild lands through which such road 
myst pass, which must depend on Muncy for various 


FourTeenta Annvat Report or THE CONTROLLERS OF 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


supplies. 

ey Salt and plaister would be brought from the lake | Tae Contrrotiens of the Pustic Scnoors for the 
countries, by the the way of the canal to Newtown, | city and county of Philadelphia, in obedience to the 
from which place it would bear transportation to Muncy; | provision of the act of Assembly, of March 3d, 1831, 
where it would be exchanged for wrought or cast iron, | present the following ‘« Statement of the amount of Ex- 
which might advantageously be brought on the canal | penditure, and ofthe number of Children educated in 
from Centre county, when it shall be completed from | the Public schools.” 
Muncy to the mouth of the Bald Eagle. The Lancasterian Schools of the First School Dis- 

$d, Travellers from all those counties bordering on | trict of Pennsylvania, agreeably to returns certified from 
the lakes, from Niagara to Sackets Harbor, going south- | the respective: sections, at present contain four thousand 
ward; would choose such a route in preference to the | six hundred and two pupils, of whom two thousand three 
Berwick and Newtown turnpike; because, the distance | hundred and ninety-seven are boys, and two thousand 
would be be 15 milesshorter from Newtown to North- | two hundred and fifty girls, thus distributed among the 
umberland, than by this turnpike: the road could also | following schools, viz: 


be made with less elevation. Numerous droves of cat- Boys. Girls. Total. 


tle might also be expected to travel this road, which | Monet Scnoot, 943 170 413 
would otherwise be obliged to take the Berwick or a} lst Srctron—Locust st. School, 265 200 465 
more western and circuitous route. This increase of North Western, 88 89 177 
travelling through Muncy, and in a southern direction, South Western, 180 120 250 
would not only be of advantage to Muncy, but to other Lombard st. (col’d.) 203 257 460 
towns situated below it on the West Branch. 2p Secrtox—Northern Liberties, 412 280 692 
That part of the county of Lycoming which lies be- Kensington, 208 256 464 
ond the Allegheny mountains, and directly north of Franklin st. 58 51 109 
uncy, is almost shut out from communication with the N. Liberties, (col’d.) 17 11 28 
more southern part of the county, owing to the ex~|3p Sxcrion—Southwark, 378 308 686 
tremely bad road over which they must, at present, | 4ra Secrron—Penn township, 233 242 475 
bring all their foreign supplies, as well as the greater | 9ra Sect1on—Moyamensing, 162 221 383 
part of those heavy articles, which are manufactured in a ee 
the country. 2397 2205 4602 


It is evident, therefore, that were a good road made 
over the mountains, that ¢haf country, which under all In those parts of the district where no Lancasterian 
jts disadvantages, has many inhabitants, would be im-| Schools are by law required, nine hundred and siz chil- 

roved much more rapidly, a stimulous would be given | dren have attended the ordinary Schools selected by the 
to industry, and large droves of cattle would, ere long, | Directors of each particular section; making, with those 
be collected in Elkland township, the soil of which is| above enumerated, an aggregate of Frvyz THOUSAND 
well adapted for grazing. FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGHT PUPILS, educated at the pub- 

The advantages which would accrue to Bradford | lic expense since the last annual report. 
county, and to the adjacent parts of the state of New| During the fourteen years which have elasped since 
York, from the construction of such a road asI have | the establishment of this valuable system of public in- 
mentioned, will at once suggest themselves, from what | struction in the city and county of Philadelphia, ronrr- 
J have already said; for if we shorten the distance one-| rouR THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SEVEN 
fifth, and give them a better road than they now travel, | ca1zpreN have been admitted to our Schools, and avail- 
they ought certainly to feel themselves much obliged | ed themselves of the advantages so wisely and liberally 
to us. ° The making of sucha road is now contemplat- | extended to them, by the existing laws. 
ed; an act has been passed to incorporate a company| From the subjoined accounts, duly audited and re- 
under the title of the Muncy and Monroe Turnpike | ported by the proper authorities, it appears that in the 
Road Company; subscriptions for stock in which are | past year, this Board has drawn orders upon the county 
now being taken. When sufficient stock shall have | Treasurer for the sum of 27,595 dollars 15 cents, of 
been subscribed, it is intended that the company shall | which 19,488 dollars 97 cents, is chargeable to the sup- 
construct a road from Muncy to intersect the Berwick | port of Lancasterian Schools, and 8106 dollars 18 cents, 
and Newtown turnpike, at Monroetown, in Bradford | to expenses of education in the county sections. Du- 
county, The distance from Muncy to Monroetown, by | ring this period the expenditure of the Controllers has 
the proposed turnpike road, will be forty-six miles; | been strittly confined to ordinary and unavoidable de- 
from Monroetown to Newtown thirty-three miles; from | mands for maintaining and conducting the existing 
Monroetown to Towanda, the county seat of Bradford, | schools, In the approaching season, however, several 
four miles; from Towanda to Tioga Point, fourteen} objects of great interest and importance will demand 
miles; from Towanda to Ithica, fifty miles; to Auburn | the attention of the Board, and augment the claims upon 
about the same distance, and to Owego thirty miles. | its funds. 

When we consider that the Pennsylvania canal is} The Directors of the First Section, in pursuance of au- 
completed to Muncy, with the exception of the Muncy | thority granted by the Controllers, have purchased a 
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lot of ground upon Race street, west of Broad street, 
whereon it is intended'to erect, in the course of the 
summer, a commodious and substantial building for 
the accommodation of the North Western Schools, 
which have hitherto been located in a small and inconve- 
nient room wholly inadequate to the wants of the popu- 
lation, so rapidly increasing in that quarter. 

In the Second Section also, where the demands up- 
on the system of Public Schools is extensive and rapidly 
augmenting, the present buildings are insufficient to 
contain the pupils actually belonging to the different 
schools, and numerous applicants are for a time neces- 
sarily denied admission. 

The Controllers are anxious to obviate these difficul- 
ties, and to supply rooms and teachers at a period as 
early as may be consistent with a judicious regard to the 
extent of annual expenditure. They have accordingly 
decided upon the establishment of another School in 
that Section, to which the present occupants of the 
Franklin street School may be transferred; and have 
given the requisite authority to the Directors to pro- 
cure ground and erect a new school house as early as 
circumstances may permit. 

The subject of the education of ‘‘ children under five 
years of age,” has engaged the earnest attention of the 
Controllers for along time, and notwithstanding the dif- 
ficulties which surround it, has received that deep and 
serious consideration which its great importance merits. 
To commence the business of moral and intellectual in- 
struction, at the earliest practicable moment, and thus 
to awaken the intellect, to excite, foster, and guide the 
moral principle, before evil example, pernicious habits, 
or corrupt practices, shall have corrupted the mind, is 
of incalculable‘ interest to all classes of pupils, but im- 
measurably so to those of our schools, whose period of 
instruction is at best brief, and often curtailed by the 
necessities of their parents, or imperious circumstances, 
which prevent, by early devotion to labour, the acquire- 


ment of useful learning. To obtain the best mode of 


infantile instruction—to establish a model school, where- 
in teachers might be qualified to apply and carry out 
such system—to devise the most eligible mode of con- 
necting a series of such schools with the existing esta- 
blishment, and in accordance with existing laws—all 
these objects continue to claim the serious consideration 
ofthe Board. 

A plan for infant education has been submitted to this 
Board, which appears to unite most, if not all, of the re- 
quisites for simple and efficient instruction. This has 
been accepted, and will require an immediate establish- 
ment for its proper developmert, and !the qualification 


of teachers for additional schools. To the formation of 


such a model school, during the present season, the 
Controllers look forward with confidence. 

The grateful acknowledgments of the Board, in be- 
half of the recipients of this bounty, are due for the 
liberal bequest of ten thousand dollars, by the will of 
our late munificient fellow citizen, Stephen Girard, 
whose enlightened views and patriotic feeling, guided 
the distribution of his princely wealth to great public im- 
provements; and to none more signally than to the ad- 
vancement of education. 

In the midst of the prosperity which continues to at- 
tend every department of the Public School System, 
affording the best encouragement and highest gratifica- 
tion' to the gentlemen of the different Boards engaged 
in its administration, reflecting honor and credit upon 
the teachers and various agents employed, and cheering 
the hopes of all who feel interested in the great work 
of public education-—the Controllers have to regret the 
resignation of their late valued and respected President, 
Roserts Vaux, Esq. whose best feelings and most as- 
siduous labours have been devoted to this important en- 
terprize during the last fourteen years. If the satisfac- 
tion arising from a sense of duty conscientiously per- 
formed, of disinterested services faithfully bestowed for 
a protracted period in maturing and conducting a sys- 














tem of vast public benefit, can be enhanced by assu- 
rances of the frank and cordial esteem and high respect 
of his colleagues, this gentleman has left the Board un- 
der cireumstances affording subjects for the most grati- 
fying recollections. 


On behalf of the Board, 
THOMAS DUNLAP, President, 


Attest—T. M. Pettit, Secretary, 


Chamber of the Controllers, 
Philadelphia, February 14, 1832. 
The Controllers of the Public Schools for the city and 
county of Philadelphia, report, that from the first day of 


January, 1831, to the thirty-first day of December, 


1831, they drew orders on the county Treasurer, agree- 
ably to the laws authorizing the same, amounting to 
$27,595 15 


The whole of which is charged as follows:-— 
LANCASTERIAN DISTRICT. 


Move: Scunoot, Chester street. 
Teachers’ salaries, stationary, fuel, &c. 
First Section, comprehending the city of 

Philadelphia. 
Teachers’ salaries, stationary, 
fuel, rent, &c. $5,823 90 
School furniture, 43 96 
—— 5,867 86 
Srconp Section, comprehending part of 
the N. Liberties and Kensington. 
Teachers’ salaries, stationary, 
fuel, &c. 
Real Estate, 





$1,617 76 





$3,578 62 
159 81 














3,738 43 
Tarnp Section, comprehending South- 
wark. 
Teachers’ salaries, stationary, fuel, &c. 1,988 47 
Fourta Section, comprehending Penn 
township. 
Teachers’ salaries, stationary, 
fuel, rent, &c, $1,509 96 
Real Estate, 21 76 
— 1,531 72 
NintH Srcrion, comprehending Moyamen- 
sing. 
‘Pieced salaries, stationary, 
fuel, rent, &c. $2,176 56 
School furniture, 86 57 
— * 2,263 13 
GENERAL EXPENSEs. 
Secretary’s salary, advertising school 
baoks, and other supplies,incidental ex- 
penses, &c. 2,481 40 
$19,488 97 








The Controllers further report, that for that part of the 
county in which Lancasterian Schools are not requir- 
ed bylaw, orders were drawn on the county Trea- 
surer, as follows: : 


Seconpn Section, part of Northern Liber- 


ties and of Kensington, $1,483 92 
Founrts Section, part of Penn township, 607 79 
Firta Section, comprehending the town- 

ships of Oxford, Lower Dublin, Byber- 

ry and Moreland, 1,305 39 


Srxta Section, comprehending the town- 
ships of Germantown, Roxborough 
and Bristol,(Germantown having a Lan- 


casterian School, ) 2,297 35 
Srvents Section, comprehending the town- 

ships of Blockley and Kingsessing, 1,644 13 
Ereuru Section, comprehending the town- 

ship of Passyunk, 767 60 





$8,106 18 
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RECAPITULATION. 
LancasSTERIan System, 
School expenses, , $19,176 87 
Real Estate and School furniture, 312 10 
19,488 97 | 








Outer Sections, 





$27,595 15 





PENNSYLVANIA AND OHIO RAIL ROAD. 


We invite the attention of our readers to the remarks 
of the editor of the Steubenville Herald, upon this sub- 
ject. Steubenville is entirely out of the line of the propos- 
ed rail-road, and the opinions of the shrewd, intelligent 
editor of the Herald may be relied upon as those of a 
disinterested and competent judge.—Pitt. Gaz, 


From the Steubenville Herald, 


RAIL ROAD FROM PITTSBURG TO MASSILLON. 


been in contemplation to incorporate a rail-road from 
Pittsburg, by the way of the valley of Little Beaver, 
through New Lisbon and Canton, to the Ohio Canal at 
the town of Massillon. This route was last season exa- 
mined and surveyed by a competent engineer, under 
the direction of a committee appointed by the citizens 
of the towns named, and was not only found perfectly 
practicable, but also shorter than any other route pro- 
posed. The following is the concluding part of the 
Report made by the engineer, (Lt. O. M. Mitchell, ) to 
the Pennsylvania and Ohio Rail-road Company: 

**In no instance has the grade been allowed to exceed 
the limit of 32 feet per mile; which presents no obsta- 
cles to the transportation of a given load by the same 
power from one extremity of the route to the other. 
The curves which have been adopted have in no in- 
stance a radius less than one thousand feet, which will 
admit the uninterrupted velocity of locomotive engines. 
In so general a report, none but general estimates of 
expense can be expected; and as these must vary ac- 
cording to the different modes of construction adopted, 
I shall here only state that the average cost per mile, up- 
on the whole distance, may be made to vary from eigh- 
teen to twenty thousand dollars. In conclusion, I may re- | 
mark, that the route is one of at least ordinary practi- | 
cability. The whole distance from Pittsburg to the | 
Ohio Canal is less than one hundred and eight miles; 
from whence it appears our route is remarkably direct. 
Taking into consideration the immense advantages which | 
must flow from such a connexion, and the rich and fertile 
country through which it passes, we may be warranted in 
the belief, that stock here invested must prove as productive 
as any upon a route of the same length in any part of the 
United States.” 

An act of incorporation was passed by the legislature 
ef Ohio, at the late session, fora company to construct 
the said road, under the name of the ‘Pennsylvania 
and Ohio Rail-road Company,” and the same is now be- 
fore the legislature of Pennsylvania forits sanction. It 
is believed there will be little or no difficulty in procur- 
ing the subscription of the stock in Philadelphia, Pitts- 
burg, and on the line of the rail-road. 

This improvement will be a most important one for 
the counties through which it is to be made, and no less 
so for the commercial interests of those cities. It will 
turn almostall the entire trade of our canal for at least 
one hundred miles of its length, into Pennsylvania, and 
thus add immensely to the receipt of tolls on her great 
canal. To thetown of Massillon, already an important 
point on the Ohio canal, it must be peculiarly beneficial. 

That town, we have no doubt, is destined to be the 
Rochester of Ohio. 

Although our fown is out of the way of such improve- 





Our readers have already been advised that it | 
| 


ments, it gives us much pleasure to note the bright pros- 
pects of other places, We have the Ohio river on our 
borders, and a healthful and productive section of coun- 


| try around us; with these we ought to be contented. 


No improvement can be made, pointing toward the riv- 


8.106 18 | °™ that we shall not feel the benefit of, 
> 


From the Princeton Courier. 


WATER POWER AT MANAYUNK. 


As considerable interest is manifested, and much in- 
quiry, as to the probable profits of the water power 
about to be created in and near Trenton, together with 
a desire to know the comparative difference between 
that located at Manayunk, on the Schuylkill, and the one 
at this place, I have recently been favored with the fol- 
lowing table and letter, received from a gentleman pos- 
sessing a general knowledge of the subject, accompa- 
nied with a few remarks, tending to show a concise 
view of both works with the comparative profits of each. 
From the best information obtained through other 
sources, the following statement and table is believed to 
be substantially, if not minutely correct. 


Janvaryr 20, 18382. 

Dear Srr,—Opposite I send you a table showing the 
amount of rents paid for water privileges at Manayunk, 
and for what kind of manufactures used. The water 
was first rented at $3 per square inch, drawn under a 
head of three feet, it was afterwards raised to $4.50 at 
which price it remained but a short time, when it was 
raised to $6 at which price it has been for some years. 
The falls will average about 22 feet from the surface of 
the water in the canal, to the tail race of the mills, the 
mills are entitled to the water in the order rented; the 
last rented to stop first in case of any want of water, and 
the whole subject to the navigation through the locks. 
The total number of horse power is 332; and at the rate 
of $3 per inch, itis equal to about $19 per annum for 
each horse power; at $4.50 it is equal to about $28.50, 
and at $6 itis equal to about $38 per annum. The first 
of the mills commenced in 1820—the total number as 
per table is 14—you will observe by the table there are 
two different numbers of inches and amount of rent to 
the same mill; this arises from the owner not renting suf- 
ficient at first and afterward having increased his machi- 
nery, found it necessary to increase his water, and at an 
increased price, as in the case of Rowland, Richards, 


and others. Yours, &c. 
. a - 
3 5 5 d 
ee oe 
© = 5S fe 
a. ae a 
= ge $8 3 
6 8 
oe ae B 
Parke, Cotton, 150 300 45000 450 00 
Borie & Co. Cotton, 360 S 00 1080 00 1080 00 
M’Dowell, Paper, 100 300 30000 300 00 
Wagner, Cotton, 150 “3 00 45000 450 00 
Brooke, Cotton. 50 300 150 00 252 50 
Do. do. 25 450 112 50 $ 
Hagner, grind. drugs 50 300 150 00 
a " "50 450 225 00 $ 375 00 
Rowland, Roll. mill 65 300 195 00 
oe  . $28.00 192 OF 8700 
M. Richards, Cotton, 240 3 00 720 00 
Do. ° do. 100 600 600 00 $ 1320 00 
Darrah, Felt’g Hats, 100 450 4500600 450 00 
Smick & Co. Flour, 50 450 22500 225 00 
D. Moore, Cotton, 300 6 00 1800 00 1800 00 
Lea & Newman, Flour, 300 6 00 1800 00 1800 00 
Eckstein, Paper, 140 600 84000 840 00 
Unknown, Cotton, 100 600 60000 600 00 


$10,329 50 
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must be cheaper. Now if some of our eastern manu” 
facturers would turn their attention to the numerous 
advantages we enjoy by reason of our locality—we only 
ask a proper investigation—the result might be mutual- 
ly a subject of congratulation. In England, all the 
great manufacturing towns, such as Manchester, Bir- 
mingham, Bristol, Leeds, &c. are situated in the differ- 
ent coal fegions, and some of them far more remote 
from the sea-board than what we are. | Manufac- 
turing establishments of almost any description, con- 
nected or unconnected with mining operations, would 
speedily command a flourishing business. The refuse 
coal, without any encroachment upon the marketable 
commodity, would of itself supply the requisite quan- 
tity of fuel,—Miner’s Journal. 








Thus it appears from the above letter and table, that the 
Manayunk Water power on the Schuylkill, of 322 
horse power; although part of it was leased ten or 
twelve years ago at only half what the remainder rents 
for now, “yields annually $10,329 50; although all the 
last leases, at the highest price, are subject to stop, 
when the water is low, yet they are taken with avidity 
at six dollars per inch. 

Let us now examine briefly what is the prospect with 
the TRENTON WATER PowER, as it is commonly called, 
or ** Trenton Delaware Falls Company.” ” 

Judge Wright in his report (after a strict examination 
and survey had been made,) estimated it at 722 horse 
power which he supposes amply sufficient for present 

urposes, but which, he says, may be increased to 1444 
orse power, by raising the Dam one foot. Taking the 
lowest estimate: 
722 horse power at $38 per year, which is at 

the rate of $6 per inch, the present price 

at Manayunk, it amounts to $27,436 00 
From which we will deduct for bad debts, 

contingent expenses, clerk hire, &c. (more 

than 1-4th the amount, ) 7,436 00 
And it leaves a neat income of $20,000 00 

a year on a capital of 90,000, or not exceeding 

100,000 dollars. 

The full and minute estimate of the engineers for ex- 
cavation, embankment, wall, aqueduct, and all other 
work, was $70,540 90. The greater part of the work 
has been put out for prices less than the estimate, As 
the greater part of the land is already purchased on fair 
terms, some having generously given, or sold for trifling 
sums, their land to the company—as it runs mostly 
through broken ground, the damages are but small. 

We may safely say the whole expense will not per- 
haps exceed $90,000, or at the dutside $100,000. 

The excavation is rapidly progressing, with a fair 
prospect of having it completed this year. 

With this short statement of facts, capitalists manu- 
facturers and others may draw their own conclusions. 

One circumstance which is undoubtedly favorable, is, 
that property tn this vicinity has advanced from thirty 
to fifty per cent. since its commencement. It seems 
hardly necessary to state, that it is situated on,tide and 
canal communication with Philadelphia and New York, 
on the shortest direct route between these great cities, 
which must always give it a decided advantage over 
other places. The joint committee of both houses of 
the legislature reported unanimously at the late session 
in favor of building the New State Prison on it, prob- 
bly within three hundred yards of the old Prison which 
may be turned intoa State Arsenal to very good ad- 
vantages: which is now much wanted. The great ad- 
vantages of the Auburn State Prison, being located on 
water power, is well know to the public. 

The best evidence of public opinion and confidence 
in the measure, by those acquainted with it, is the cir- 
cumstance that all the stockholders came forward and 
took every share of the new stock, the first day the books 
were opened. 

Not a share to be had except at a handsome ad- 
vance.” 

The foregoing highly interesting statement on the 
subject of rents payable on water powers in the neigh- 
bourhood of Manayunk, hasbeen transmitted us for pub- 
lication from an unknown but welcome source. From 
the above it appears that fourteen manufactories pay an 
annual rent of $10,337 50, for the use of water requir- 
ed by their machinery. This sum strikes us an im- 
mense expenditure, yet it must be considered that it 
would still be further increased were all liable to the 
present rate of rent, $3, perinch, to $14,173. We are 
not sufficiently conversant with the incidental expen- 
ses ofsteam power to draw a parallel, yet we are satis- 
fied that where fuel can be obtained at almost nothing, 
which is applicable to this neighborhood, steam power 



















































SUSQUEHANNA FLOODS. 


About a century ago, the first settlers of the interior 
of this state were informed by the Indians that there 
was a tradition among them, handed down from father 
to son, that a ‘* great flood” occurred in the Susquehan- 
na, and the western branch of the Delaware at regular 
intervals of fourteen years, swelling the waters of those 
streams six or seven feet above the average height of 
the freshets of the intermediate time. Subsequent ex- 
perience seemed to verify this, and prove that the In- 
dian tradition was founded on correct observation. The 
first regular flood on record is, we believe, that of 1744; 
the second occurred in 1758; the third in 1772; the 
fourth, known as “the great Lor fresh,’ happened 
in September 1786; and the fifth took place in the 
spring of 1800, after a heavy rain, which continued 
three days and three nights and carried off a tolerably 
deep snow that had then recently fallen; and the sixth 
occurred in the month of August 1814; occasioning 
considerable damage along the course of the stream. 
Each of these floods is stated to have swelled the riverto 
an average height of at least 6 feet above ordinary high 
water mark. According to the rule another should have 
followed in 1828, but the freshets of that year were no- 
wise remarkable—leaving the inference that the Indian 
rule of a flood every fourteen years had failed and run 
out. Whether this failure has been caused by the clear- 
ing of the country, the extension of agriculture, and the 
alteration in our climate; or whether these causes have 
merely extended the period; or, finally, whether the 
regular recurrence of the great floods was not altoge- 
ther fortuitous, we shall leave for investigation and de- 
cision to those who are inclined to construct theories 
and to philosophize—contenting ourselves with bring- 
ing the old Indian tradition once more into remembrance, 
and stating the facts which served to confirm the no- 
tion that it was well founded. Perhaps the great flood 
of August 1817, ought to be considered as the first de- 
viation from the regular rule, and the present freshet as 
the continuation of a new series—with a slight variation 
of time.—Lancaster Examiner. 





From the Greenville, Mercer county, Penn. Gazette of 
February 15. 


The late freshet has done considerable injury in this 
part of the country. The new bridge built last summer 
near David Loutzenhiser’s mill, is carried off by the ice, 
together with the old bridge, and part of the mill dam. 
The new bridge near the mouth of the little Shenango, 
near Greenville, was torn away. John Williamson’s 
bridge has beenswept away. John Donaldson’s bridge 
was carried off. The bridge at John Potter’s, on the 
Big Shenango, is carried off. Andrew White’s saw-mill 
has been swept off, and the Greenville bridge is render- 
ed almost useless. The oldest inhabitants who have 
lived on the banks of the creek 28 or SO years, have ne- 
ver witnessed such a freshetbefore. In fact, we do not 
know of a bridge on either of the creeks, except the 
bridge near Jacob Sherbondy’s, and that is expected to 
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go, but that is swept away. The damage * os 
t. 


Since the above was in type, Mr. Sherbondy’s bridge, 
and Campbell’s bridge, were both swept away by the 
ice, 


NEW CASTLE AND FRENCHTOWN RAIL-ROAD. 


New Casttz, Feb, 28. 
Dzan Six,—This morning the rail-road from New 
Castle to Frenchtown was opened for the conveyance of 
assengers. I passed over on Saturday, accompanied 
y four or five of the directors of the company, to 
whom I stand indebted for their courtesy and attention, 
as also the engineer in chief, with his principal assistant 
who were with us, and were particularly kind and atten- 
tive in pointing out and explaining objects of interest, of 
which there are many on this really beautiful work; it is 
one in which all concerned may be really proud, and 
particularly the inhabitants of Delaware, who first ori- 
inated the idea, and who with their capital have come 
oeward manfully toassist, even after witnessing the ruin- 
ous effect of another work under their very eyes. This 
road is about sixteen miles in length, and so nearly al- 
lied to a straight line, that the shortest curve (horizon- 
tal) has a radius of two miles; the verticals are almost 
imperceptible; being never more than sixteen feet rise 
and fall in a mile; in fact, I overheard persons, during 
the ride, inquire whether we were not descending, and 
was much surprised to hear that we were ascending, at 
the above rate; these gentle undulations have been pre- 
ferred, I would suppose, to alevel; indeed, from the na- 
ture of the ground. I expect on account of a supe- 
riority, as there could not be a finer location, taking all 
things into consideration, for a rail-road, in this or any 
country; parts of the road being so near a level, as to 
have required, apparently, but scraping and laying the 
rails—at the west end the greatest difficulty was expe- 
rienced in cutting through a formidable hill, composed 
of what these rail-road folks denominated hard pan, a 
tough, viscous kind of clay; this hill has been removed, 
and formed into a high embankment along the shore of 
the Elk river, about five hundred yards in length; on 
the top of this the road continues, and presents to the 
traveller a splendid panoramic view of this noble river, 
and the surrounding beautiful and bountiful country; 
this rail-road needs but to be seen and travelled on, to 
attain for all engaged in it, the thanks of the communt- 
ty; for durability, and power of sustaining any duty that 
may be required of it, none will doubt for a moment, 
that have ever examined the construction and materials. 
The Washington Grays, under the command of Cap- 
tain Worrell, returning from their excursion, were 
brought over on it yesterday, from Frenchtown, in fine 
style; at New Castle they were saluted by the regular 
troops, stationed there, with thirteen guns, this was re- 
sponded by the huzzas of the volunteers, and the music 
of Johnson’s enlivening band.—Zztract of a letter to 
the Editor of the U. S. Gazette. 


DEFERRED ITEMS. 
TowanDa. 

A Wild Cat was shot lately, about four miles west of 
this borough, by Charles Brown. It measured from the 
nose to the end of the tail, 3 feet 8 inches; height 1 foot 
4 inches; girt behind the fore legs 1 foot 10 inches. 
This is the largest wild cat we have ever seen, and it is 
probable that very few as large have ever been killed 
in the county. The cry of the panther has been heard 
within a few weeks, not far from this borough. 


The Bethany, Wayne county, Pa. Inquirer, says— 
‘¢ The largest Buck within the recollection ofour oldest 
hunters, was shot on the 10th ult. in Lebanon township. 
He has attracted the attention of hunters in that neigh- 
borhood for about five years past on account of his ex- 
traordinary size, and has been repeatedly shot at, but 
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has hitherto escaped shot free. He was started on the 


runaway, and was greeted with a fire from two of the 
hunters, but (to use the language of Big-Hunter, ) “‘Mr. 
William A. Shields, of Philadelphia, did the job.” The 
deer weighed before he was dressed, three hundred and 
sixty-five pounds! When cleaned, his meat weighed 
210 lbs, ; tallow, 10 lbs, ; hide 23 lbs, 6 oz. 


A Bear about half grown was killed a short distance 
from this town, on Monday evening last. Bruin it ap- 
pears had ventured down from his lurking places in 
the mountain early in the afternoon to indulge his appe- 
tite with a mess of corn, in a cornfield near town, when 
he was disturbed by a set of Curs, which gave the 
alarm to some of our sporting citizens, who after pursu- 
ing him a short distance, overtook him and caused him 
to pay dear for his temerity. — Mifflintown Pa. Tel. 

The Juniata Gazette says, that a gentleman of Ar- 
magh township, killed a Buck that weighed when 
dressed, two hundred and seventeen pounds. 


During the year 1831, there were killed in Hunting- 
don county, 7 Wolves, 13 Wild Gats, and 264 Foxes, 
and the premiums on their scalps paid out of the coun- 
ty treasury.— Muncy Tei. 


, Porrsyittx, Feb. 25. 

Sxnow.—Since the beginning of the first winter 
month,-the ground in this part of the country has beer 
unceasingly covered with snow, and the sleighing with 
very short intervals of interruption, uncommonly good. 
Visiters from a short distance below frequently express 
surprise on viewing the snow, from.which they have 
been unexpectedly exempted. This winter has been 
remarkable for its early and uninterrupted severity 
throughout.—Miner’s Journal, 


We understand the ashes of the Lehigh and Schuyl- 
kill coal, answer a better purpose than any other ma- 
terial heretofore discovered for cleaning brass. —Mi- 
ner’s Journal. 


Linrary Company or Pariapecpata.—The Phila- 
delphia Library is about to be enriched with about 
five thousand five hundred volumes of rare, curious and 
expensive books, from the Library of Mr. James Cox, 
long a popular drawing master of this city. They con- 
sist of works on the fine arts in great variety and beau- 
ty, as well as books in most departments of literature, 
and very many ofthem of a description rarely or never 
met with in America, This collection has cost Mr. 
Cox a very large sum, and he now parts with it for an 
annuity, in order that it may not be dispersed, It isa 
most valuable addition to the Library as well as to the 
city, filling up many deficiencies in the catalogue which 
could not be readily supplied at the present day. 


Ata special meeting of the stockholders, héld on 
Saturday, at the request of sixty-two stockholders, it 
was unanimously resolved to petition the Legislature for 
an alteration of the charter, so as to vest in the stock. 
holders the power to fix the amount of the annual pay- 
ments. Fifty-six stockholders were present, and proxies 
for two hnndred and seventeen shares were filled. — Nat. 
Gaz. -- 

Shad have been in market for several days—they 
now sell at 33 cents. 

a a 
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